
Sl TNSETTING THE 
OFFICIAL PRESCRII)TION FORlVI 
RECOMMENDED BY THE TEXAS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

The Texas Legi lature pas.sed legislation in 1981 that created tl1e 'Texas 
Department of Public Safety (DPS) tracking of Schedule I l controlled 
substance (Cll) prescriptions by using a triplicate prescription fom1. 
This was a paper-driven )' tem that could only be queried via a written 
request; and 

In 1999. the 6tl1 'lexas Legislature p~I Senate Bill 254. modifying 
the Texas Controlled Substance Act Lo allow DPS to transition from a 
triplicate prescription fom1 to a single copy Official Prescription Fom1 
(OPF); and 

Texas i. the only state that uses a unique OPF to track Cll ; and 

Effective Sept. I. 2008. Prescription Acces.s '!exas (PAT). the Texas 
prescription monitoring progrru11, went into effect, tracking all 
Schedule 11-\' controlled substances and making the data available 
online: and 

In the last two years, Texas has seen a significant increase in physician 
prescriptive identity theft: and 

In the last two years, there has been a ignificant increase in the illegal 
p1inting and use of counletfeit OPFs; and 

Effective Sept. l . 2016, the 'lexas State Board of Phannacy (TSBP) 
is responsible for running ru1d maintaining the lexas prescription 
monitoring program (P~IP Aware); and 

The OPF has now outlived its usefulnes.s and is duplicative in function. 
It now represents a significru,t hassle for phi ·ici,ms, especially when 
discharging patients fmm hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers. It 
also creates additional work for pham1acists and TSBP because it is the 
rune infonnation that is being repo1ted to P~!P Aware; therefore 

Tl1e Texas Med ical Assoc1at1on will work w1t11 
t11e Texas Legislature to sunset t11e Official 
Prescription Forrn tracking laws. 
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